
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

(Northern Division) 

L.J., et al.,       * 

 Plaintiffs,     * 

 v.      * Civil Action No. JFM-84-4409 

RUTH MASSINGA, et al.,    * 

 Defendants.     * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

JOINT MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF MODIFIED CONSENT 
DECREE, FOR AN ORDER FOR NOTICE OF PROPOSED MODIFIED  
CONSENT DECREE AND SCHEDULING OF A FAIRNESS HEARING,  

       AND FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF MODIFIED CONSENT DECREE        
 

 Plaintiffs and Defendants, by and through counsel, hereby jointly move the Court 

pursuant to Rule 23(e) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, for (1) preliminary approval of 

the parties’ proposed Modified Consent Decree, which is appended to the accompanying 

Memorandum in Support as Attachment A; (2) approval of the process set forth in a proposed 

order for providing notice to the class and other interested parties of the proposed Modified 

Consent Decree and a fairness hearing scheduled for August 5, 2009; and (3) final approval of 

the Modified Consent Decree.  The basis for this Motion is that the parties have reached a 

comprehensive settlement of their current disputes regarding the existing Consent Decree and 

Modification that they believe is fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best interests of the 

Plaintiff class.  The grounds for the Motion are set forth in the accompanying Memorandum in 

Support, which is incorporated by reference.   
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 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs and Defendants ask this Honorable Court to provide the 

following relief: 

 a. Enter the proposed Order preliminarily approving the Modified Consent 

Decree, pending the results of a Fairness Hearing. 

 b. Enter the proposed Order approving the form and terms of Notice to the 

Plaintiff class and to other interested parties and scheduling the matter for a fairness 

hearing pursuant to Rule 23(e). 

 c. Following the conclusion of the fairness hearing and the submission by the 

parties of memoranda in support of final approval, enter the proposed Order for final 

approval of the Modified Consent Decree. 

 d. Provide such further relief as the nature of this cause may require. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
              /s/                                                      /s/         
Rhonda B. Lipkin     David E. Beller 
Bar No. 04120      Bar No. 00500 
Public Justice Center, Inc.    Assistant Attorney General 
One North Charles St., Suite 200   Saratoga State Center, Suite 1015 
Baltimore, MD  21201    311 West Saratoga Street 
(410) 625-9409 ext. 240    Baltimore, MD 21201 
(410) 625-9423 (fax)     (410) 767-7726 
lipkinr@publicjustice.org    (410) 333-0026 (fax) 
       dbeller@dhr.state.md.us 
  
              /s/                                                      /s/      
Mitchell Y. Mirviss   Millicent Edwards Gordon 
Bar No. 05535 Bar No. 03204 
Venable LLP  Assistant Attorney General 
750 East Pratt Street     Bank of America, Tower One 
Suite 900       100 South Charles Street, 15th Floor 
Baltimore, MD 21202     Baltimore, MD  21201 
(410) 244-7400     (443) 378-4100 
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(410) 244-7742 (fax)     (443) 378-4205 (fax) 
mymirviss@venable.com    MGordon2@dhr.state.md.us   
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs     
 
                     /s/         
       Julia Doyle Bernhardt 
       Bar No. 25300 
       Assistant Attorney General 
       311 West Saratoga Street, Suite 1015 
       Baltimore, Maryland  21201 
       (410) 767-7726 
       (410) 333-0026 (fax) 
        JBernhar@dhr.state.md.us 
 
        Attorneys for Defendants 
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